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ABSTRACT 

Pimpinella urceolata Watt ex Banerji, is found to be based on two different materials. The 
species is split into two different taxa, the old one is emended and the seggregate is described 
here as a new species, Pimpinella tongloensis P. K. Mukh. sp. nov. 


INTRODUCTION 

Pimpinella urceolata Watt ex Banerji was vali¬ 
dated by Banerji, M. L. (1951). While doing 
so he designated the specimen Anderson 623 
(Tonglo, 1020 m, Oct. 2, 1862) as the holotype and 
four other collections, viz. Thomson (Tonglo, Oct. 
1, 1857), Kurz (Oct. 14, 1868), Kurz (Oct. 21, 1868) 
and Gamble 16378 (Tonglo, July 1882) as paratypes. 
The holotype as well as the paratypes are represented 
in Herb, CAL, but none with Banerji’s annotations. 
A critical study of the specimens shows that the holo¬ 
type and one of the paratypes (Kurz, Oct. 21, 1868) 
are found to be different from the rest of the para¬ 
types. The original description by Banerji also 
covers both the taxa. It is interesting to note that 
on the specimen Kurz s.n. 14.10.1868 (Accn. no. 
CAL' 18365) G. Watt made the following penciled 
note “I believe this to be a distinct and undescribed 
species, separated from P. diversifolia by the leaves 
and fruit, for which the name Pimpinella urceolata 
might be given to indicate the form of fruit.” This 
particular sheet is not the same as Anderson 623 
and their differences are of such magnitude that both 
deserve to be reckoned as distinct taxa. P. urceolata , 
fixed by its holotype and paratype, Sikkim, Kurz 
Oct. 2i, 1868, needs emmendation and the collec¬ 
tions, Sikkim, Kurz 14.10.68 ; Thomson } Tonglo, 
1.10.62 ; Gamble 16378, Tonglo, separated as a new 
and distinct species is enumerated here as Pimpinella 
tongloensis P. K. Mukh. sp. nov. 

p. urceolata Watt ex Ban. emend. P. K. Mukh. is 
allied to P. diversifoli a £)C. var. alpina C. B. Clarke 
differing in leaf margins being crenate-dentate, 
petals not ovate acute plane, having fruit papillose- 
pilose, broader than long, fewer bracteoles and rays 
mostly unequal. The full description of P. Urceolata 
and P. tongloensis are given below. 


Pimpinella urceolata Watt ex Banerji, Journ. Bomb, 
nat. Hist. Soc. 50(1): 89, 1951 (quoad Typus 
Anderson 623 et paratypus Kurz Oct. 21, 1868, 
excl. descr. et paratypii: Tonglo, Oct. 1, 1857. 
Thomson ; Kurz Oct. 14, 1868 et Gamble 16378) 
emend. P. K. Mukh. 

Typus : Sikkim, Rinchingpong and Gassing, 
1020 m. T Anderson 623, 2.10.1862 (CAL). 

Plant 45-100 cm tall with fusiform root. Stem erect, 
rounded, striate, pubescent giabrescent, few branchy 
below and corymbosely branched above. Radical 
leaves not seen. Lower cauiine leaves petioiate, ovate 
oblong in general outline, pinnateiy 5-foIiate or 
rarely 3-foliate, 5-15 cm long; petiole 1,5-8 cm, 
sheathing at base, hairy; leaflets ovate to elliptic, 
cuneate or rounded or cordate or truncate at base, 
sometimes unequal, petioiuiate to subsessiie, mem¬ 
branaceous, glabrous or sparsely pilose above, pilose 1 
on the nerves beneath, crenate dentate with mucro- 
nations, -6-6 x .5-4 cm ; upper cauiine leaves reduced 
in size, narrower, segments sometimes linear, 
ultimately reduced to sheath with linear pinnatisect 
segments. Sometimes leaves are simple, cordate, 
rotundate with lobations. Inflorescence terminal, 
axillary or leaf opposed ; peduncle pubescent, .5-3 cm 
long. Bracts o. Rays 4-6, very unequal, .3-1.5 cm 
long, pubescent. Bracteoles 0-1, linear, to 2.5 mm. 
Pedicels 5-8, filiform, very unequal, pubescent, .25-5 
mm. Calyx teeth o. Petals .8 mm, white, ovate- 
elliptic, acute, plane. Stylopodiutn flat. Fruit ovoid, 
very strongly laterally flattened, papillose-pilose, 
slightly broader than long, 1-1.25 mm , ridges obso¬ 
lete ; commissural face plane, vittae 2-3 at the 
intervals and 2 at the commissure. Carpophore 
entire. 

Flowering and fruiting: Sept.-Oct. 
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Plate I. Pimpinella urceolata Watt ex Ban. emend. P. K. Mukh. 

Distribution: Eastern Himalayas : Darjeeling 
and Sikkim, between 608-2286 m. 

Other materials referable here : Sikkim, 21.10.68. 
S. Kurz s.n. (CAL); Sikkim, Birhi to Rinchingpong. 
608-706 m, 1.10.62. T Anderson 6i2(CAL); From 
little Rangeet to Darjeeling, 1828 m, 10/68, S. Kurz 
8.n. (CAL); Sikkim, Rumno, 23.9.57. T Thomson 
s.n. (CAL); Sikkim, Tassiding, 4.1157. T Thomson 
$.n, (CAL); on way to Batasi from Manebhanjan, 
Darjeeling dist. 2286 m. flowers white, 9.9.1969. 
P, K. Mukherjee 94 (Herb. Cal. Univ.). 

PimpineUa toogloensis P. K. Mukh. sp. nov. (R 
urceolata Watt ex Ban. Journ. Bomb. nat. Hist. 
Soc. 50(1): 89, 1951, pro parte (majore), quoad 
descr. et paratypii: Sikkim, Tonglo, Oct. 1, 1857, 
T. Thomson s.n.; Sikkim, Oet. 14, iR6fi. S. Kurz 
s.n.; ct Gamble 16378 ; excl. Typus Anderson 623 
et paratypus Sikkim, Oct. 21, 1868 Kurz s.n. 

Affinis P. urceolatae Watt ex Ban. emend. P. K. 
Mukh., sed foliis trifoliatis, bracteolis 3-5, pedicellis 
radiisque multioribus, pedicellis subaequalibus, 
fructibus ovatis vel ovato-oblongis, undique glabris. 
carpophorum ad apicem bifurcatum differ?, 


Planta erecta, 30-50 cm aha. Caules rotundati, 
pilosi, striati, ramosi, internodi cavati. Folia radi- 
calia simplicia, cordato-rotundata, ± 1.5 cm. Folia 
caulina longe petiolata, 3-foliata ; petioli ad 8 cm 
longi, ad basim vaginantis, striati, hirsuti. Foliola 
superiora saepe 3-lobata, ambitu ovata, ad basim 
cordata vel cuneata vel inaequalia, ad apicem acu¬ 
minata, marginc crenato-dentata, utrinque in facie 
vix hirsuta, subtus praesertim ad nervam mol liter 
pilosa, 2-5-6.5X 1.5-4 cm, petiolulata, petioluli 
j-2.5 cm longi, pilosi. Foliae basales ramulorum 
simplices, cordato-rotundata, lobatae -fc 1.5 cm 
longae. Flores in umbellis compositis. Umbellac 
terminales vel axil lares ; pedunculi ad 10 cm longi, 
pilosi. Bracteae nullae; radii umbellae ad 12 sub- 
aequales, rigidi pilosi, 1-3 cm longi patentes. Brac- 
teolae 3-5, linearis; pedicelli 8-10, subaequalis vel 
aequales, pilosi, ± 3 mm longi. Calycis dentes tri¬ 
angulares, minuti. Petala alba, glabra, obovata, 
apicibus inflexis, ± 1 mm longi. Stylopodium coni- 



Plate II. Pimpirulla Tonglotnsis P. K. Mukh. sp. nov. 

cum Fructus ovatus vel ovato-oblongus, ad apicem 
angustus, undique glaber, jugis obscuris, fortiter a 
latere compressus, ± 2 x 1.5 mm, ad comnussunim 
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planus; vittae ad valiecules 2-3, ad commissurum 2 ; 
carpophorum ad apicem bifurcatum. 

Holotypus lectus in loco Sikkim, die 14.10.68, et 
positus in Herb. CAL subnumero S. Kurz s.n. 
Accn. no. 188365 et Isotypus: Accn. no. 188367 
positus in CAL. 

Plants 30-50 cm tall, erect; stems rounded, striate, 
pilose, branched, hollow at the internodes. Radical 
leaves simple, cordate roundate, lobed, ± 1*5 cm. 
Basal cauline leaves long petioled, trifoliate, upper 
leaflet often trilobed, ovate in general outline ; peti¬ 
oles to 8 cm long, sheathing at the base, striate, 
hairy. Leaflets often ovate, acuminate, scarcely 
hairy on both the surfaces, specially on the nerves 
beneath, membranaceous, .crenate-dentate, cordate 
or round or cuneate or unequal at the base, petiolu- 
late, 2.5-6.5X 1.5-4 cm ; petiolules 1-2.5 cm > pil° se - 
Often leaves at the base of lateral branches are 
simple, cordate rotundate, lobed, ± i-5 cm. Inflores¬ 
cence compound umbels, terminal or axillary or 
leaf opposed; peduncles to io cm long pilose. 
Bracts o. Rays to 12 in number, subequal, rigid, 
pilose, 1-3 cm long, spreading. Bracteoles 3-5, linear, 
4-3 mm long. Pedicels 8-10, subequal or equal, 
pilose, i 3 mm in .flowers, ± 6 mm in fruits. Calyx 
teeth triangular, minute. Petals white, glabrous, ob- 
ovate, inflexed at the tip, ± 1 mm. Stylopodium 
raised, conic. Fruits ovate or ovate oblong, narrow¬ 
ed apically, pitcher shaped, glabrous althrough, 
ridges obscure, strongly laterally flattened, ± 2X 
1.5 mm. Commissure face plane. Vittae 2-3 at the 
intervals and 2 at the commissure. Carpophore 
bifurcate at the apex, dropping with mature meri- 
carps. 


Differs from P. urceolata Watt ex Ban. emend. 
P. K. Mukh. in having leaves predominantly trifoli¬ 
ate, bracteoles 3-5 in number, larger number of 
petioles and rays ; pedicels subequal, not all flowers 
fruiting; ovate or ovate oblong fruits are glabrous 
althrough and longer than broad; carpophore 
bifurcate at the apex. 

Holotype: Sikkim, 14.10.1868. S. Kurz sn.. Accn. 
no. 188365 (CAL). 

Isotype : Accn. no. 188367 (CAL). 

Other materials referable here: Sikkim, Tonglo, 
2750 m, July 1882, /. S. Gamble 16378 (CAL); 
Sikkim, Tonglo, 1.10.1857. T. Thomson s.n. Accn. 
no. 188366 and 188368 (CAL). 

Flowering and fruiting: July-October. 

Distribution : Eastern Himalayas : Sikkim, 

Tonglo between 2300-2750 m. 

The specific epithet, is coined after the type loca¬ 
lity of the plant. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. M. P. 
Nayar, Keeper of the Central National Herbarium, 
Botanical Survey of India, for rendering the Latin 
transcription of the description of the new species as 
also for kind suggestions. I am also grateful to the 
authorities of Herb. CAL and of the University of 
Calcutta for allowing me facilities to complete this 
study. 

REFERENCE 

Banerji, M. L. Two new species of Pimpinella. J. Bombay nat. 

HisfrSoc., 50(1) :89, 1951. 



